
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
?                          
  
 
        Volume 6, Nos. 1 & 2   May & November 2008 
 
 

Articles  

Coups, Media and Democracy in Fiji 
 

Shailendra Singh 
Biman Prasad 
 

Reproducing Disengagement: Citizens’ 
Orientations, the News Media, and Democracy in 
Fiji 

Erik Larson 
 

Media and Democracy in Fiji: An Assessment of 
the Print Media’s Coverage of the Office of the 
Auditor General 

Susan Naisara Grey  
Graham Hassall 
 

Freedom of the Gatekeepers: A Free Media Study 
of NZ and Fiji – Self-Regulation or State 
Intervention? 

David Robie 
 

Women, the Press, and the Fiji Coups d’etat Rae Nicholl 

Journalism in the New Age of Participation: 
Meeting the Challenge in Fiji Newsrooms 
 

Sophie Foster 
 

Sites of Resistance: Fiji’s Untamed Media 
 

Hannah Harborow 
 Bridging the Divide with Participatory Video 

 
Usha Sundar Harris 
 

Pacific Islands Diaspora Media: Conceptual and 
Methodological Considerations for a Pilot Study 
 

Evangelia Papoutsaki  
Naomi Strickland 
 

Freedom of Information and Media Accountability 
in the Pacific: Case Studies of Fiji, Cook Islands 
and Papua New Guinea 

Carolyn Thomas 
Carly Tawhiao  
Natasha Burling 

  

 

         ISSN    1728-7456          Published by Fiji Institute of Applied Studies 

Fijian Studies 
A Journal of Contemporary Fiji 

Special Edition: Media & Development in Fiji 



Fijian Studies: A Journal of Contemporary Fiji 

 
 

Editorial Advisory Board Members 
 

A Haroon Akram-Lodhi 
Institute of Social Studies, Netherlands 
  

Jacqui Leckie 
University of Otago, Dunedin 

David Arms 
Missionary Society of St. Columban, Ba 
  

Vijay Naidu 
Victoria University of Wellington 

Tupeni L. Baba 
Suva 
  

Satendra Prasad 
DFID, London 

Kevin J. Barr Ecumenical Centre for 
Research, Education and Advocacy, Suva 
  

Ropate Qalo 
University of the South Pacific, Suva 

Jenny Bryant-Tokalau 
Consultant, Fiji, Dunedin 
  

Robbie Robertson  
La Trobe University, Vic, Australia 

John Cameron 
University of East Anglia, UK 
  

David Robie 
Auckland University of Technology, Auckland 

Jone Dakuvula 
Citizens Constitutional Forum, Suva 
  

Anirudh Singh 
University of the South Pacific, Suva 

Martin Doornbos 
Institute of Social Studies, Netherlands 
  

Savenaca Siwatibau (2002-2003) 
University of the South Pacific, Suva 

Chandra P. Dulare 
The University of Fiji 
  

Claire Slatter  
University of the South Pacific, Suva 

Yash Ghai 
University of Hong Kong 
  

William Sutherland 
Australian National University, Canberra 

Sitiveni Halapua 
Pacific Islands Development Program 
  

Sandra Tarte 
University of the South Pacific 

Winston Halapua 
Auckland University, NZ 
  

Teresia Teiwa 
Victoria University of Wellington 

Mahendra Kumar  
The University of Fiji 
  

Richard Wah 
World Health Organisation, Suva 

Stephanie Lawson 
University of East Anglia, UK 
  

Michael White 
University of the South Pacific, Suva 

 

Fijian Studies is published bi-annually. The journal publishes scholarly articles 
and reviews on Fiji. The views contained in this Journal are those of the 
authors. No responsibility for the views expressed by the authors is assumed 
by the editors and the publisher. 
 
© 2007 Fiji Institute of Applied Studies 

Associate Editor 
Biman C. Prasad 

University of the South Pacific 

 
Book Review/Dialogue 

Editor 
Artila Devi 

University of the South Pacific 

Editor 
Ganesh Chand 

Fiji Institute of Applied Studies 

Chairperson, Editorial Advisory 
Board 

 

Brij V.Lal 
The Australian National University 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Vol. 6 Nos. 1 & 2      May & November 2008 
 

 
 

Articles 
 

  

Coups, Media and Democracy in Fiji 
 

Shailendra Singh 
Biman Prasad 
 

1 

Reproducing Disengagement: Citizens’ 
Orientations, the News Media, and Democracy 
in Fiji 

Erik Larson 
 

9 

Media and Democracy in Fiji: An Assessment of 
the Print Media’s Coverage of the Office of the 
Auditor General 

Susan Naisara Grey  
Graham Hassall 
 

33 

Freedom of the Gatekeepers: A Free Media Study 
of NZ and Fiji – Self-Regulation or State 
Intervention? 

David Robie 
 

55 

Women, the Press, and the Fiji Coups d’etat Rae Nicholl 87 

Journalism in the New Age of Participation: 
Meeting the Challenge in Fiji Newsrooms 
 

Sophie Foster 
 

111 

Sites of Resistance: Fiji’s Untamed Media 
 

Hannah Harborow 
 

129 

Bridging the Divide with Participatory Video 
 

Usha Sundar Harris 
 

145 

Pacific Islands Diaspora Media: Conceptual and 
Methodological Considerations for a Pilot Study 
 

Evangelia Papoutsaki  
Naomi Strickland 
 

165 

Freedom of Information and Media 
Accountability in the Pacific: Case Studies of 
Fiji, Cook Islands and Papua New Guinea 
 

Carolyn Thomas 
Carly Tawhiao  
Natasha Burling 
 

184 

Fijian Studies 
A Journal of Contemporary Fiji 

 

Special Issue: Media and Democracy in Fiji 
 

Guest Editors: Shailendra Singh & Biman C. Prasad 



Dialogue 
  

Power and Influence? A Commentary on ‘New 
Culture’ and its Role in Shaping Political views 
 

Kylie Anderson 
 

201 

New World Journalism 
 

Richard F. Naidu 
 

207 

Reflections: Challenges Faced by Journalists in 
Multiethnic Fiji 
 

Verenaisi Raicola  
 

224 

The Fiji Media Council: Form, Function and 
Challenges 
 

Daryl Tarte 
 

227 

Self-Regulation with More Accountability and 
Transparency 

Sophie Foster 
 

235 

Freedom and Independence of the Media in Fiji: 
A Report  
Executive Summary 
 

Fiji Human Rights 
Commission  
 

238 

Response to Dr. James Anthony’s Draft Report 
on the Inquiry into Freedom and Independence 
of the Fiji Media as Commissioned by the Fiji 
Human Rights Commission 

Fiji Media Council 
Public Members 

245 

The Media and the Truth Padimini Gounder 250 

2000 RETROSPECTIVE 
Coup Coup Land: The Press and the Putsch in 
Fiji 
 

David Robie 
 

271 

Book Reviews    

Media & Development: Issues and Challenges in 
the Pacific Islands, by: Shailendra Singh and 
Biman Prasad, eds. 
 

Rae Nicholl 286 

Turnings: Fiji Factions by: Brij V Lal Cresantia Frances 
Koya 

289 

Shedding Silence – An Anthology of Writing 
from Fiji Prisons by: Mary Daya (Ed.) 

Mohit Prasad 
 
 

291 

Valuable Stepping stone to Pacific Media South 
Pacific Islands Communication: Regional 
perspectives, local Issues, Edited by Evangelia 
Papoutsaki, Usha Sundar Harris 

Josephine Latu 294 

 
 
 


